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EIS | SL LR 
A Declaration and Brotherly Ex- 
' thortation'of the General Aſſembly of the: 
_Chuchot ScorranD, metat 
Edinbrugh 20 Aug. 1647, to their 


Prethren of ENGLAND, 


"> 22». 8A He conſcience of cur duty to God, 'obliging w 
== wn to give a tiftimony to' his truth, ard to the 
Kingdom of his Son Jeſus Chriſt,now fo wuch 
Ze rcifftee and oppoſed by many , and- fo littl- 
ME owncd by others ; the laudable cuſtome and «x- 
m9 wer gf ample of correfpondencie between neighbour- 
ing Churches, exhorting encouraging, and (in caſe of publick 
fcandatl ) atmon'ſhing 1n love' one another, as wel! as fingle 
'brethren ought to admoniſh ope'another inlove un the caſe of 
private cffence ;* Our neerer relation and more «ſpeciall af: Ri. 
*0n to our Brethren of England, making'us to ſympathize with 
*them in their danger and afiiQtion as qur-own , both King» 
'doms being united as-one entire Body in oneCovenant, for 
-purſuing the common ctuſe ayd ends therein expreſled ; yes, 
"common reaſon; and experience it fclf teaching us, that wee 
-bave no cauſe to'conceive our 'Religion,; the libertics of this 
a "Church ,' or our ſelves to bein-a contlitioneet fafety, when-e> 
'vcr the enemies of our Religion and Liberties are growing .to-a 

prevalency in"the neighbanr Kicdgdom. Any of theſe conſider 

rations, much more all of them together, cry aloud upon us; to 
Kt 'bteak our filence in this preſent -JunRure. of affairs: yet we 
- hopoho expro our OATtS THO Te EET ULISGa,-+ 
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xþofeito provoke wnypekon 
preſa tibhappy <iFrencts.. Tt uhyHhall off-nd at oor tif 
charging our conſciences and doing our duty ; yet we ſhall ra- 
ther Ghuſe to take our hazard of that, then of diſpleaſing Gud.by 
neele& of duty. - But we hope better things then to be miſug- 
derſtoocd or mif-enterpreted byſuch as deftre a candid interpre- 
eation of their own a&ions or expreſſtons, e 
Firſt of all, whatſotver the preſent diſconragements,” diffi. 
- culties or dahgers are, 'or whatſoever for the future they may 
be, We cannot but commemorate to the gfory of God, and we 
doubt not, it ſhall be remembred to'his glory in the Church 
throughout 211 ages, how great a ſalvation his mighty hand and 
out-ſtretched arm hath wrought for theſe three Kingdoms: 
How he ſtirred up the ſpirits of his people in this Kingdom'ten 
yeers ago to'begin to fhake off the yoke of Prelatical Tyranny, 
and of Poptſh ceremonies, obtruded upon us contrary to the 
hawes of God and amen ; How he led us on from fo fing]l 


beginnings , and from one degree to another, tllwewetepni- 
| to] in a Nationall Covenant z, How he gave _us a banner to be 
diſplayed for the truth, and ſo: bleſſed us in the proſecution of 
that Covenant, that the King's Majeſtic was graciouſly plezſed 
upon the humble petitions ef his loyall ſubje&s in this Nation 
to'indit a Generall-Aﬀembly and Parliament, for healing the 
diff:rences of Chureh.and State reſpeRively;Asalſo to grant his 
Toyall conſedt for confirming and ratifying. by Ats of Parlia- 
Ment our National Covenant, and the governtwent and liberties 
'of this 'Church. After which, the new troubles raiſed againſt 
Ws by the malice and-treachety of our enemies, did occaſion the 
rſt expedition 'of thisNation:into ZE»glang (upon which fol» 
lowedi'the calling of the Parkament there, and the large Treaty) 
Win'the ifſne the return of that Army was with anolive branch 
of peace;& not without the beginnings.of a refurmation in Eng- 
Yards 'In \ warfare while anus Sw rec as ipperrupte 
de which oppoſcd the Parkiament and the begun reform " ; 
rom 


at 


- . f 5 


y Cvrhercot the Tallition of arms conctuced in'Felavd maybe 
n ltead © many teſtimonies) Commiffioners were fent hi 


from both Houſes earneſtly inviting and perſwading tea neeter 


Union-of the Kingdoms,and defiring afſiſtance from thjs'Nation 


to their Brethren in that their great diſtrefſe ; And this by'the 
good handof God produced the ſolemn League and Covenantot 


the three Kingdoms ; to the. terror of the Popiſh and Prelatical 


party,our common enemies, and to the great comfort of ſuch as 
were wiſhing and waiting for the reformation of Religion, ani 
the recovery of juſt Liberties, And althouph for rhe canjun&ion 


_ of the Kingdows in Covenant and'arms {being a ſpeciall means 


tending to the extirpation of Popery, andftrengtheningthe true 
reformed Religion) this Kingdom hath been invaded and infeſt- 


ed by the bloudy 11i/ Rebels,aided and ſtrengthened by ſome de« | 


generate and' perfidious Country-nen of our own ; Althongh 


alla in Englayd there were not wanting Incendiaries, 'who'ha- 


ting and envying nothing more then the tthion of the Kingdoms 
in Rh a Covenant, .were very vigilant tocatch, and ative to 
improveall occaſions of making divifive motions, and crea- 
ting Nationall diffcrences; yet God hath been graciouſly plex- 


ed to break our enemies ſtrength at home when it was 


eſt, and to. guide us thorow theſe jealoufies and differences fo- 
mented by difafc&cd perſons between the Kingdoms. , So 
that inſtead of a ſplitting upon thele rocks ONPEy oped 
for by our enemies) there was a peaceable and: friendly par- 
ting-;- fince which time God hath farther Þlefſcd oar Army 

G ne to the expelling of the enemy out of our own borders. 
"Nor can we paſſe in filence rhe happy :progrefſe: which hath 
been made in the reformation of the Church of England : Hee 
that hath-brovght the children to the birth, caa alſo give ſtreneth 
to come forth ; And'he whoſe hand did calt out Prelacic and the 
Ecok of Common Prayer (although ſtrongly rooted intandivg 
laws,) and whoinclined the Parliament of E-glandtoown no 
other Church:governtment but the Presbyrerial (thongh-ir be 
not. yet full ileduccarting to the word.of God, and theexarr-- 
plc o the bat reformed Churches,)can as wyfly ineline  Whenhe 
ities good, bothtlic King and them,and the both" ofthavKnup- 


dom... 
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lomto a thorow and perfet Reformati that X 
Aſem ments of both Kingdoms to agree upon 


. 
ow. % 


blics and, Parliame i Kingdoms to agree tipo 

.one DireRory for the publick worſhipof God, can alſo when 
.he will , make an agreement in the other parts of Uniformi- 
.ty, Confeſſion of faith, fora: of Charch-Government,and Cate- 
_chiſm ; In all which, there hath been good progrefſe made in the 
-reverend and learned: Aſſembly of Divines, through the good 
hand of God fo lopgupon them, 8 os.” 


Having now ſeen ſo.much of God both in the beginning and 
.progreſle of this bis great work & his hand having done ſo won- 
derous things for his people in their greateſt extremities of dan- 
get ; and having difcovered and defeated the Plots of enemics, 
. making them fall even by their own counſds; Theſe things we 
reſolve to keep ſtil] fixed in our hearts, and as memorials before 
our eyes, that remembring the works of theLord,and the'yeers of 
the right hand of the moſt High, we may neither want matter of 
Praiſes and thankſpivings , nor experience to breed hope, Al. 
though the building of the Houſe of the Lord in England be riot 
yet after ſo lovg cxpeRtation finiſhed , and now alſo the work 
ccaſeth ; yet we do from our hearts bleſle the Lord for thelaying 
of: the foundation, »nd for ſo. much progreſle as hath been made 
in the ork ;”baxing till copfidence in the Alitighty, to whom 
| Nothing is impoſſible or;too hard , that every mobntain whith 
duth or ſhall and in the way, ſhall become a plain; and that rhe 
head-ſtone ſhall be brought forth with ſhoutings of joy, grace 
SMAREC MT Ds 
.  Neverthel&ſſe we arealſo very ſenſible of thegreat and {tam}. 
nent dangers into which this common Cauſe of Religion is 
now brought, by-the growing and ſpreading of moſt dangeroys 
Errours in England, to the obſtruting and hindering of the be- 
gun Reformation ; as namely, (belide many others Sociolg- 
iſm, Arminianiſm, Anabaptiſm, Herne, rownllth, 
Eraltianiſm, Independency, and that which is called (by abuſe 
of the word) Liberty of conſcience, being indeed liberty of Et- 
rour, Scandal, Schiſm, Hercfie, diſhonouring God, oppoling the 
Truth, hiodering Reformation, and ſeducing others ;, wherenn- 
to we adde thoſc Nullifidians, or men of no Religidn,commygn- 


_ - 


formation :-He that made the 


ly called Seckers.. Yea, we cannot but look upon the dangers/bf 


—_ ” 


the true Reformed Religion in'this fund: as greater now then: 
before, nor only for that thoſe very Pridciples. and Funds»: 
mentals of Faith which under Prelacie, yea uader Popery it ſelf- 
were generally received as uncontroverted, are now by the See- 
pticiſm of many ScRaries of this time either oppugned,or called- 


 1nqucſtion ; but alſo becauſe” in (tead- of carrying on the Refor.- 


mation towards perfe&ion, that which hath been already built, 
is in. part c:{t down, and'in danger to be wholly overthrown,. 
through the endeavours of Seftaries- to comply with many. of- 
the Prclatical and+Malignant, andeven the.Popi(h party ; and 
their joyning hand in hand; and caſting inthcir lotsg. and inter- 
weaving their interelts together in way of Combination againſt. 
the Covenant andPresbyterial Government 3. yea, the unclean 
ſpjrit which was caſt out, i$about to enter again, . with ſeyen. 
other ſpirits worſe then himſelf, and fo the latter end like tobe, 
worſe then the beginning, 

 Weareextremely ſorry that we have cauſe to aggravate theſe- 
evils from the cryihg fin of breach of Govenant, whereof if we 
ſhould hold our peace, yet according to the Word of the Lord 
other nations will fay, and many among them do ſay, Wherefore 
hath the Lord done this unto his people , and what meaneth the. 
hat of this great anger  Andthey anſwer onenother, Becauſe - 
they have for/akewthe Covenant of the Lard their God, We would | 
not be underſtodd as if we-meant either to juſtifie this Nation,or - 
ro charge ſuch a fin.vupon all in that Nation : we know the Coe. 
venant hath been in divers particulars broken by many in both 
Kiogdams z the Lord pardon it, and accept a facrifice. And we. 
do net doubt biit. there zre many ſyenthouſands' in Eng/and,. 
who have not onely kept themſelves unſpatted , and retained 
their integrity in that bufinefſe, but do alfo mourn and grone be- - 
forethe Locdfor that fici of others, Yet we ſhould: but degy . 
our ownfſen(e, and betray the Truth, if we (ould not reſent fo - 
eat a fin anddanper as is the breach of a folzmin Covenaac, 
warn with hands hfted tp to the _—__ breach, . 
bowever varniſhed over with ſome ble and.handſom... 
pentets ctexts ; 002 whereof isthe Liberty and common Right ofthe 

ite people of Evg/and, 2s once Sawi broke x Covenant with the. 
Gibeqnjces in bis xcal 10 the childrew of '1/radl and Fndah ; yet a, 

Cc 
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conld not then: ,-anck canudt now bemockes 4 yea, it is too ap. 
indundefiable, that-among thoſe who Sem Ree, 
nent of the three Kingdoms, As there are many who have piyen 
themiſetvesto x deteſtable Indifference or Neutrality z ſo'there' 
is a generation which hath made detection te the contrary part, 


perſecating, as for as they cauld, that true Reformed Region in 
Dodrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and. Government, which by the 
Covenant they ought to preſerve agaialt the common enemies; 
hindering and reſiſting that R:formartion and Vaiformity which 
by the Covenant ought to; be endeavoured ;, preſerving and 
tolera'ing thoſe curied things Which by the Govenint ought to. 
be extirpated, eſpecially Hereſieand/Schiſm, encroxching npon, 
yea cf-ring violence unto the Rights, Priviledges and Authority 
of Magiſtracie.; proteAing and afliſting ſuch as by the Cove» 
rant bught to kave ben broyght to. condign trial and puniſh» 
ment, and perſecuting thoſe who by rey, <3 to be 
afliſted and defended pe 1deavouring alſo a Breach, in ftead of a 
firm Pcaceand Union betweenthe Kingdoms. So that there is 
not any one Article of the Solkemn League and Coyetiant which 
tathnot been ſinfully atid dangerouſly violated before God , An- 
gels; -and:Men. Now-:if a Covenant. for the Preſervation and” 
Retormiation of Rdigion ; the maintengnce and defence of Li- 
berties; was juſtly theught @ fit andexcelcnt,means,, not onely te 
ffrengthen and fortifiethe Kingdoms againſt the common enemy 
of the true Reformed Religion , publike Peace and Proſperity, 
bat alſo ro acqmire the faniour of Almighty God towards the three 
Kingdoms of *ENGLAND',: $GOT LAND and IREL _ Pw 
monsfor* 


L ” 


aFis expreſſed inthe @rdinagnce of, the L,ords-and Comm 
the taking of the Covenant, dated Feb..2. 1643 ; furdy then” 
the authours and chicf inſtruments of the breach of that Coye-' 
r4nt, ar&to/be looktuporas thoſe who ſtrengthen the baridsof* 
the conithonehamy;; and provoke the wrath of Alcmighty'God? 
againſt theſe Kingdoms z yea, jfthis Covenant was the ſdverdcpn' 
and onely means of tht recovery of theſe embroiled bleeding King-! 
dorms, asi6 expreſſed:inthe-Exhortation of the Aſenibly of Di-/ 
vitiestothe taking of the Covenant , approved. Arid orderat"f6/ 
bvPelntec by rhe apical Carmmons z the ip? refaſihip; 
ard ſting aſhe- dtar eealy toll 8c Feder tie 


Sy 
diſcaſe much more deſperate ; And if by the Dedaration'of * 
both Kingdoms, joyned in armes 4x0 1643. ſuch as' would - 
not take the Covenant were declared ro be publick enemies to © 
their Religion and Country ; Ang that they are ro be cenſyt- 
red and puniſhed as profeſſed Adverſaries and Malipnants, 
who ſeeth not now a ſtrange falling away from theſe firſt prin- 
ciples and profeffions, among thoſe who either .magnifie and 
cry up, or at leaſt connive at, and comply with ſuch as have 
not taken the Covenant, yea,are known enemies to it, and cry 
down ach as are moſt zealons for it? - OH 
- Inthis caſe, while in the neighbour Kingdom the Raves. of 
Beauty and Bands, Covenant and Brotherhood are broken by 
many, the horn of oy" an and Sedarics exalred; the beſt - 
affeRed born down,Reformation ebbine, Herefie ani 'Schifm' 
flowing ; It can hardly be maryelled at by any perſon of pro- 
dence and diſcretion, if we be full of ſuch fears and apprehen-- 
Gons,as uſe to be in thoſe whodwel near an houſe ſer on fire,or 
_ 2 fnily, infected; eſpecially being tanght by the ſad experience 
of the Prelatical times, bow eafily a Gangrene in rhe one half 
of this Iſland may ſpread thro! oh the whole : knowing alſo 
the invererate and infariable malice of the chemics of this cauſe 
and Covenant againſt this Church and Kingdom, which we 
eannot be ignorant of,unleſs we would thar our eyes and ſtop: 
D Our. prefent purpoſe leadeth us to touch ſomewhat of 'the 
proceedings of the Army in England this Summer, ſo far as 
Religion 1s therein concerned. As we are confident divers 
havegone along with them in the ſimplicity of their hearts : 
And we preſuine not to judg the thoughts and intentions of a- 
ny, it being Gods own prerogative, to bring. to light the 
hidden things of darkneſs, and to make ma the counſels 
of the heart : So it cannot be denyed, that upon theſe paſſages 
and proceedings, hath followed the interrupring of the 0 much | 
longed for Rel mation of Religion, of the ſetling of Preby- 
-xerial government, and of the ſuppreſſing-of Hereſies and 
\2crous Crrors (which works the Parliament had taken in 
| hand) the retarding and ets la relief of Irdand,the fow- 
| ing 
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©, > Os 
ing of the ſeeds of another War in Kngland,the ſtrengthning . o 
the hands of rhe Malignant and Epiſcopal party, the weaknin 

and wounding both of Magiſtracy and Miniſtry. In all which, 
whether the Army be blameleſs and innocent from Miniſtring 
occaſion to ſo great evils, or Whether there be not caufe for 
them to repent and do the firſt works, and to praiſe more of 
that love, moderation and meekneſs of ſpirit, and of that 
zeal againſt Malignants and Prelatical perſons, which they have 
fromthe beginning profeſſed, and the want whereof (when 


ſuſpeRed in others) they did ſo much cenſure; 'or whether + 


there be ſuch a thing among them, as. a joyning with. thoſe 
againſt whom, and againſt choſe with whom the Covenane 
was taken ; We leave them in all theſe to the ſearch and exa- 
mination of their own confciences, that they may ſtand or fall 
unto God. - For our part, we cannot conceive how the late 
Propoſals of that Army, for ſerling of a Peace, do in point of 
Religion confiſt with the Solemn League and Covenant, or 
with the Pony of Peace formerly Wed «> by. both 
Kingdoms,there being ſoconſiderable onulfions of diversiftte= 
rial deſires contained in thoſe former Propoſitions ; conecting 
the abolition of Prelacy; concerning the injoyning of the takin 
of the Covenant byal hisMajeſties ſubjes,under fach perialties. 
as the Parljaments ſhould agree upon; Concerning the fetlinig'vf 
Religion m England and Ireland,according to the Covenant, in 
ſuch -mariner .as both Houſes of . Parliament hall agree 
Qn after advice had with the Aſſembly of Divines; -6on- 
cerning the ſcrling of Uniformity berween the Charches of 
God in both Kingdoms, according tothe Covenant, in» ſuch 
manner. as thal be agreed on by both houſes of the Parliament 
of England, and by the Church and Kmgdom of Scotland, af. 
ter advice had with the Divines of both Kingdoms ; "Alſo con-. 
cerning an a of Parliament, ro confirm the calling and fitting 
of the Afſembly of Divines. . AN which, with ſome orher 
particulars concerning Religion,cxpreſfed in the former Pros. 


Pivincs, but wn the Houics of Parliament in Tetling Pre ons. 


WE TIONS 


poſitions, if they ſhould now be aiitted in the fetling of a 
ace, the progrefs Jready made, not only.in the Aﬀembly of - 


Ren 
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- Covenant, wereda far from(lighting.gr breaks 
mngwhichwas akpchavic Wagt the ſpecial vil 
TELE - 


(9) 
ant Ho ws Oe Lag gan a Faith, yeathe Dies 
- $TOry OF-PUDLICK VV ortihip.(t agreed upon by te AllEM- 
lies and Parliaments of both Cade) ſhal be bur ſo much 
loſthbar. But beſides theſe omiſſions, it may be juſtly doubt- 


ed; whether there be nor intheſe Propoſals of the Army ſome- 


what for Epiſcopacy, and againſt the Covenant. ,For we can- 
-nat -undertitand the eleventh Propoſal in any.other ſence, but 
that it ſuppoſeth the continnance of the Eccleſiaſtical office of 
Biſhops or Prelates, as wel as of any other Church-officers,and 
taketh.no:more fram the Prelates,but Coercive Power or Ju- 
ri{diction extending to civil penalties, which indeed bedong- 
eth'tono Eccleſialtical Officers. In the 12. Propoſal, we do 


- Rot ſee how it can avoyd orſhun the Toleration of Popery, 


Superſtitian, Hereſte, Schiſm, Prophaneſs, or whatſoever 
works. of darkneſs fhal be practiſed, by ſuch as deſpiſe the 
publick Worſhip of God in the Church, and have the moſt 
unkwhtul and wicked meetings el{where, under a profeſſion of 
[Religious Duties, Exerciſes or Ordinances. From the 13. 
Propoſal, we can make no other reſult, but that in ſtead of 
enjoyning. the taking of the Covenant under ſuch penalties as 
the Parliaments m.their, wiſdom.ſhal agree the former 


- Qrdinance of Parliament enjoyning the taking of it, 1sdefired 
- to be repealed; and then. what nidy be the danger of . thoſe 


that have taken, orſhal take an oath of thar kind;not enjoyned 
or ratified by Azthority, We: leave it to be judged by thoſe, 


 who-know.-belt the Laws of that Kingdotn. 


- * #t - 


- - Onethipg more we cannot paſs; That whereas in the Ar- 


” 


awies Decturacion or Repreſentation: to the Parliament, dated 


' June 14. 1647. They mentien'their Brethren of Scotland, as 


ving procecded in.che Vindicationand defence of uhcir juſt 


- Rightsand/Liberries mueh higher ghen.chat Army hath» dane. 


. We are neceſsirated rolay, thus. much. forclearing of thoſe pro- 


ceedings.in this Natign refed upag.> They: of this. Church 


» « : 


in-chis Cauſe, firſt by-bumble Peririons,, and afterwards by 
that Cove- 


Go) 
Enemies thereof ; And they were fo far either from crying 
down the Miniſtry and Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies, or from diſ- 
obeying any Orders or Commands of Parliament, that a Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Church,and a Parliament, were two chief 
* heads of their Petitions and'defires, at that time when they ha 
neither. And when they had obtained a general Afembly and 
Parliament, they cheerfully ſubmitted to both reſpe- 
Gvcly. | w.. 
| And now the dangers of Religion in this Iſland being ſo- 
great, as there hath been lately a ſolemn Humiliation through- 
out this Land upon occaſion of theſe great and growing dan- 


by which clic f:icnds of the Cauſe were diſtinguiſhed from the 


| nk So we cannot bur ſtit look upon them, as matters of* 


requent prayer and humiliation to ourſelves, as welas our 
Brethren in England, there being much fin both Kingdoms 
procuring all rhis evil, and juſtly deſerving thefe and. heayier 
judgments : And as we dclire in the firſt place to be humbled 
for oux own firs, and the fins of this Nation ; ſo we truſt our 
Brethren wil be willing to be put in mind of the neceſsity of 


their humiltation and TEPOrance, for the National ſins of thae 


ingdom, which we ſhal wiſh rather to be ſadly conſidered 
by chem, then expreſſed by us: One thing we are confident of, 
hal God hath had a ſpecial controverſie againſt his people of 
old, for the fin of a broken Covenant, and unwillingneſs to be 
reformed and purged according to.the Ward of the Lord: 
And that till thefe {ms were acknowledged and repented, his 


controyerſie did not take an end. Weareno leſs: confident ;- 


that the godly and wel-aff=Aed, wil in tenderneſs of conſcienee 
timely ſearch ont, weigh wel; mourn-for, and ſtudy to re- 
move all the cauſes of the Lords preſent controverſie againſt 
that Nation. What the Honorable Houſes of Parliament have 


ro be humbled for, and to reform or amend; they have been 


(and we truſtftilare ) pat in mind by ſich as are Embaſſadors 
' to them, in Chriſts ſtead, at their Solenn' Humiliations. For 
eur. part, as we have always mentioned them in-our prayers, 
with thank(givings alſo in their behalf ; So we now moſt 

 kwnbly befeech che Lord tg direct and bleſs them, and in their 


preſent: 


—_— 
o 
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- preſent difficultics to keep them by his grace, from all ſinful 
ah 5 ra eſpecially from eſtabliſhing iniquity by a Law, to' 
ſhew them why he contendeth with them, that the true cauſe 
of his con troverſie may be remoyed, and that the glory of his 
Name,. the Kingdom, Crown, and Scepter of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, with his Word, Laws, Ordinances, Truth, Miniſters,” 
way be yet more ſet by in their eyes, that they alſo may find a 
further performance of the Word of the Lord, Exalt her and 
ſhe ſhal promote thee; And them that honor me 1 wil honor. 
We ſhalnow by the mercics of God, and in the bowels of 
Jeſus Chriſt, carnclily beſecch ail thoſe of whatſoever quality 
or condition in Encland,who haveentred inco the ſame League 
and Covcnant with as,and eſpecially. the Houſes of Parliament, 
the City of London, and the Aﬀembly of Divines, that with 
ſound humilation, fervent rare and making ſure their peace 
with God, they may joyn all care, fairhfulneſs,and zeal to hold' 
faſt the profe(So of their faith without wavering, againſt the 
many Hereſics-and Etrors of theſe times, that they may, accor- 
ding to- their placcs and callings, .endeavor to the utmoſt of 
their power, to prevent or hinder the laying aſide, or lighting 
of the Covenant, the re-eſtabi.ſhment of Epiſcopacy, and the 
Tokcration of Popery, Prelacy, Hereſie, Schiſ, Superſtitian;or - 
Prophaneſs ; and not ſuffer themſelves direQty or indirectly, 
by whatſocver combination, perſwaſion or terror, to be divi- 
dcd and-withdrawn from that bleſſed Union andſacred Cove- 
nant, cither,to.the contrary ſide, or-to 3. Nattrality in this 
Caule, which ſo much concerneth the glory of God; the good 
of the Kingdoms and the honor of the King, bar all 'the days 
- of theirlives zealouſly and conſtantly continue therein againſt 
all oppoſition.& promote the ſame according to their power, 
againft all lets and impediments whatfocver;which chings borh 
they and we have folemnly,and in the ſight of God {wort unto. 
And as we defire them to relt confident of the conſtancy of 
their Brethren in this Nation,, in adhering to that -Covenant 
ig all the Articles thereof, which we ſhall by the grace of Chriſt 
(without which we are nothing ) fincerely, really, and con- 
{tantly purſue and promote, ſo far as coricerneth our places and 
ado nk 'B; callings 
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callings, uſing our utmoſt endeayours towards the ſupprefſion 
' of theſe errours, which bave ſo dangeronfly hurt Religion in 
this Yland z ſo we expe confidently the like of our Brethren 
of - Englaud upited in Covenant with ns; And that whatever 
| i 9-y have cauſe to fear, or be called. ro iuffer, yet the Lord 
Will fo {trengthen them by his grace; as that they may be able 
 tolay, All this is come upon us, Jet have We not forgotten ' 
thee, neither have We dealt falſely in thy Covenant, And 
heres the uv iſdome and patience of the Saints, to choſe afli- 
ian tather then infquity, to do duty inthe work of times, 
and totruſt God with events. And{'in ſo doing to hope tothe 
end, and waite upon the Lord untill he plead their cauſe, and 
execute judgement for them ; ſo ſhall they be more purified 
and not made þlacker { asalas, ſome are) but whiterin times 
of tryall. oe 
- : Moxeparticularly we do deſire, That Presbyteriall Govern- 
ment may be ſetled and put in-practiſe throughout that King- 
dome, according to the Word of God and example of the beſt 
reformed Churches; For without this we know no other pro- 
per and effeFuall, remedy againſt the preſent dangers of Reli- 
70 there';. or for purging the Church' from ſcandals, 'which 
ate-deftruAive either to ſound dotine, or to Godlinels, - And 
herain we. are confident the experience of all the reformed 
Churehes will bear witneſs with us. Nor do we doubt but in 
Englayd alſo timeand experience, will more and more: com- 
mend, ngt onely the beautifull order, but the great utilitie, yea 
necefsity. of this Government, and diſpell all the clouds of af- 
ſons, and prejudices, which it lycth under, among ſuch as 
know it not, who ought therefore to beware of ſpeaking e- 
vill of the things they underſtand not :.yer we would not-have 
ourzeal for Presbyteriall Governraent miſunderſtood, as-if 
tended to.any rigour or domineering over the flock,” or to hin- 
der and &xcluge that inſtruting in meekneſs, them tha op- 
{je OUIONes , Which che Apoſtolicall rale holds-forth ; 
Or,agif, wewopld have any ſuch tobe entruſted with that 
Government, as are found.not yer purged, either from their 
gld:prophaneſs, or from the Pelaticall prineiples and pradtiſes; 
Si As Bo anY which 


_- 
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which were but to put a piece of new cloath intq an old gar- 
ment, and ſo to make the rent worſe; br ro put new wwihems 
co old battles, and fo ro loſe both wine and barks ' Yea who 
knoweth whether this may not be one of the canſes/(at{nor 
. the leaſt) why. che preſent recfqrmarion {neceeds.the workestyett 
becauſe of ſolittle repentance either for the, prophaneſ®'6xpre- 
laticall errourg and cotruptions of divers who have adteqd Vit 3 
Nevertheleſs the right hand of fellowſhip is tg be given t6a 
ſuchas bring forth fruite meet for Repentance, whatfoerer 
their former errours or failings were: And to gnr great-joy we 
underſtand, that there are many learied;able, godly, andpru- 
dent Miniſters in that Kingdome, fir ob imployed in that 
Government, together with ſuch able and pions men, asare to 
be joyned with them in the capacitie of ruling Elders. Tt ſhall. 
be a part of our prayers, that the Lord of the harveſt, may ſend 
forth many more labourers in that Kingdome, where the har- 
velt is ſo great, and the labourers ſo few proportionably ; And 
in the mea while, that ſiich as he hath already thruſt out, thay. 
not be un-imployed, as to the point of Diſcipline and Govern-. 
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Nor laſtly, doth our zealfor the Covenant and Presbyteiall. 
Government, abate or diminiſh any thing-at'all from our loy- 
alty and duty to the Kings Majeſty » although Incendiaries and- 
enemies ſpare not to reproach this Church and Kmgdome with . 
diſloyalty ; yet ſuch  calumnies will eaſily. be repudiated 
by all who will examine the whole courſe. of the publike - - 
proceedings in this Nation, in reference to the King ; and par- 
ticularly, the Declaration of the Parliament of this Kingdome, 
gated Zamnaty 16.1647. Wherefore, palking all ſuchealammics, | 
, Which cannot bar be hatefull to Codtand good men; We do 
cleerly and candidly profeſſe, that the Covenant, and Presbyte- - 
riall Government, are ſo far from hindring or excluding our- 
duty to the King, that it is hereby .very much {trengrhned and 
ſupported ; For our giving to God what is Gods, doth not 
hinder us but help us, to give unto C2/ar what is Ce/ars. And: 
' weearneſtly with his Majeſties Royall heart may be graciouſly 
inclined to the Juſt deſires of his good SubjcRs in gy 4 
| OIIKS, , 
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domes, And to that happy ſettlement of Truth and Peace, 
' Religion and Righteouſneſs, which may be as well for the 
eſtabliſhment of his own Throne, as fot the good of His 


Now thePrince of Peace himfdf grant his rope 
ar ay: cempeſts 1s Oe, A _ oF wa 
peace, izht out of the .preſent Darkneſs, anc 
Order Sl theſ? Confuſions ; Give unto all who are 
waiting for the conſolation of Iſrael,Good hope Areogh grace, 
comfort their . hearts, ſtabliſh them in every good Word & 
.Work,z Make his cauſe to triumph at laſt over all oppoſition, 
and the Enemies foot to ſlide in due time, and fo put a new 


;ſapg of praiſe in the maquths of his people. Ames, 


HISrPNItPrabeeeet 


FINIS. 


